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Experience and a lifetime of reliance on God have 
prepared Conrad and Fiona Kwok for this time. 
They have served as Canadian Baptist 
Ministries field staff, based in Northern 
Thailand, since 2013. At that time, Conrad 
was a well-known and highly respected 
pastor in the Chinese church in Canada, 
and his wife Fiona, as his partner and co-
labourer, left her long-serving position as 
office manager for the Canadian Baptists 
of Ontario and Quebec. They moved 
to Thailand to live and teach at Bethel 
Bible Institute, now known as Thailand 
Bethel Theological Institute (TBTI). In 
2018, the Kwoks were appointed to be 
CBM’s Chinese Ministries team leaders. 
With innovation, they together face new 
challenges in Southeast Asia’s Golden 
Triangle, a region that includes Laos, 
Myanmar, and Thailand.

Due to COVID-19, TBTI had a late start in 
July. Only students living in the country have been able 
to return to the campus. There are about 50 students 
in Myanmar and overseas who have to wait for the 
border to reopen. Conrad’s workload has doubled as 
he seeks to teach all the registrants, whether in-class 
on campus or online through Zoom and Facebook Live.

Because of COVID-19, Conrad and Fiona have not 
been able to visit other CBM field staff. However, it is a 
direct answer to prayer that groups of Chinese believers 
in four German cities are now meeting together as 
one online body. Conrad asks for the Lord’s strength 
(Psalm 29:10–11) as he teaches and preaches online, 
reaching not only students in the Golden Triangle, but 
also in different parts of the world. 

While churches in the isolated regions are not open, local 
pastors are visiting the villages to offer encouragement 
and food as needed. The good news of Christ is 
shining in a dark region known for the production of 
opium and heroin; the ready availability of these drugs 
leads to high rates of addiction. Unfortunately, the 
villages where drug rehab centres are located are in 
lockdown and cannot receive new clients. Even before 
the pandemic, the waiting list was long for the centres. 
The Operation Dawn Discipleship Training Centre 
continues its ministry to former addicts who are now 
Christ-followers committed to serving the Lord. 

As a tourist country, Thailand is facing economic 
difficulty. With the outbreak of COVID-19, migrant 
workers were returned to their home country. With no 
jobs and income among the younger generation who 
experience no hope outside of Christ, the country has 
seen an increase in suicide.

The Kwoks ask for prayer for each one of the Chinese 
Ministries team. May God give each one 
good health and energy as they provide 
support to their communities. Conrad and 
Fiona also ask for prayer and guidance 
for their adult children and their spouses 
in Toronto. God, who never loses control, 
has his hand upon all these circumstances. 

Additional items for prayer are: 

 Following lockdown, the overseas 
teachers (80% of the faculty) are unable 
to travel to the school. Local teachers 
have increased their responsibilities.
 Online students have limited 
and unstable Internet access. Some 
mountain villages have no
electricity, therefore the students rely on 
solar energy to charge their phones.
 National Field Staff Lilian Yang, 

who has also been teaching at TBTI, asks for prayer 
that she can soon receive her missionary visa for 
Thailand. 
 Fiona was able to resume teaching English in 
July. She asks for God’s wisdom in the classroom.

Suggested listening: the Kwoks’ June 24, 2020, CBM Calling 
interview, found on the Canadian Baptist Ministries Facebook page. 
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“The Lord sits enthroned 
over the flood; 

the Lord is enthroned 
as King forever. 

11The Lord gives strength 
to his people; 

the Lord blesses 
his people with peace.”

Psalm 29:10-11, NIV
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