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      Spotlight on CBM  

Sources: www.cbmin.org; CBM Calling (Facebook) 
interviews April 8 and July 21, 2020: and CBM 
Prayerline requests.

by Ruth Anna Dana

When you heard 
the news out 
of India during 
the spring and 
summer of 2020, 
it was about the 
mass migration of 
millions of people. 

When the COVID-19 lockdown began 
in mid-March, the government shut 
down all public transportation. The 
immediate unemployment in the 
country due to the lockdown soon 
led to many hungry, laid-off people 
walking hundreds of miles to their 
distant home villages. Without water 
and with little food, some of these 
refugees fell sick and others died 
of heatstroke, exposure, dysentery, 
and the rapid spread of COVID-19. In 
September, India surpassed 5,000,000 
reported cases, with around 35,000 
new cases each day. By early October, 
it ranked as having the second-
highest number of cases in the world. 

Suraj Komaravalli serves as Canadian 
Baptist Ministries’ field staff’s team 
leader in the designated eastern 
states of Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and 
Telangana. Speaking from Hyderabad 
during a recent CBM Calling 
conversation, he communicated how 
the Indian church has responded 
in love and compassion. Though 
churches have remained closed for 
worship, believers have sought to 
reach the widows, unpaid pastors, 
and daily wage workers who no 
longer have food for their families. 
Many people are struggling 
mentally with anxiety, fear, and the 
uncertainty brought by COVID-19. 
Certain church meeting houses have 
been commandeered by the army 
for quarantine centres. Hospitals, 
available to only the privileged few, 
are full to overflowing. 

Canadian Baptist 
missionaries 
began serving 
in this area of 
India in 1874, 
reaching out to 
the most needy. 
Today that 
work continues 
through CBM’s COVID-relief fund. 
Partnered with the Soura Baptists, the 
fund has provided over 604 families 
with basic food packages. In Odisha, 
the poverty stricken were supplied 
with soap and masks for basic hygiene 
protection. In another area of India less 
affected by the pandemic, Nagaland 
experienced severe flooding, leaving 
church buildings under water. At this 
time, survival depends on help from 
the outside. Along with providing 
help for times such as these,  CBM 
continues its organizational goal 
to empower field staff and national 
partners to strive for sustainability and 
a culture of integral mission.

 Suraj prays for the Baptist 
churches in India to value 
commitment, faith, family, 
fellowship, discipline, humility, 
love, and compassion, and to prune 
the  limitations of laziness, a lack 
of discipline, ego, arrogance, false 
securities, or a casual and taken-for-
granted attitude.

 Pray for the safety of CBM’s 
national field staff (Suraj, CP Raju, and 
Pradeep Babu Gara) and their families, 
and for CBM’s church partners.

 Pray for God’s healing hand on 
this ravaged country whose tenuous 
systems struggle to care for the 
needs of 1.3 billion people.

Suraj Komaravalli

 Pray for wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, and good decision-
making as the staff in India and 
the church partners carry out 
future projects of food security and 
community development, leadership 
training, evangelism, and church 
planting.

 Read CBM’s Prayerline, July 21, 
2020, to participate in Suraj’s prayer 
for India.

Canadian Baptist Ministries
National Field Staff Team Leader, India

For Prayer...

Masses of India’s migrant workers had to return on 
foot to their home villages after the pandemic 
forced the country to shut down.   
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