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by Ruth Anna Dana

In October 2022, the Canadian Baptist 
Ministries Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) team of Elie Haddad, 
Emad Botros, and Joe Bridi travelled to 
Egypt and Sudan. There they met John 
Chan, CBM’s director of international 
partnerships. Under John’s leadership, 
the International Programs team seeks 
to serve the most vulnerable in the 
world. As John states, their mandate 
is to process project proposals, and 
to participate in monitoring and 
evaluating the process to help build 
the programming capacity of CBM’s 
local partners.

The outreach to Egypt and Sudan 
was not merely a survey trip. One 
aspect of growing and expanding 
these partnerships in the Middle 
East and North Africa region is to 
support the many graduates of the 
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary 
(ABTS). The mission statement 
of the seminary is “to serve the 
Church in our region as it realizes 
its Biblical mission of having Christ 
acknowledged as Lord by offering 
specialized learning resources and 
equipping faithful men and women 
for effective service.” Elie Haddad, 
president of ABTS since 2008 and also 
the CBM field leader for the MENA 
region, celebrates the testimony 

of the many students who have 
graduated since the 1960 inception 
of ABTS in Lebanon. This past year, 
22 church leaders graduated with a 
Bachelor of Theology or a Certificate 
in Ministry, and others graduated 
with the newly launched Master of 
Religion in Middle Eastern and North 
African Studies degree. 

Both Elie and his wife Mireille, 
who tutors students online in the 
Certificate program, are invested in 
the vision of ABTS. Located in Beirut, 
the seminary is unique in the Arab 
world because Lebanon still enjoys 
religious freedom. Twelve of the 14 
students who were able to arrive 
on campus in the fall for the hybrid 
Integrated Theology Program came 
from seven different countries. They 

participated in the 10-day initiation 
residency before returning home to 
complete the online study program. 
Within their countries, the students face 
the downward economic spiral, political 
conflicts, security risks, and the needs of 
many broken and displaced people.

Emad Botros, a CBM field staff member 
who is originally from Egypt, praises 
the Lord for the Strategic Leadership 
Development training led by CBM for 
15 pastors in Egypt. He asks for prayer 
as CBM discerns how best to support 
programs in this country. The pastors 
in Sudan live daily with political and 
economic instability. John Chan shares 
that they, among CBM’s international 
partners in 17 countries, need “God’s 
strength, resilience and wisdom to 
navigate various challenges so that 
they can be salt and light to their local 
communities.”

Elie recognizes that the graduates 
of ABTS have already rolled up their 
sleeves and gone out into the fields 
of ministry, so he asks that we keep 
them in our prayers so that they may 
be  always watchful to where God is at 
work because the harvest is plentiful. 
The Lord speaks to Israel and to us 
that we may be “a light to the nations, 
so that My salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6b, NASB). 
Elie and Mireille are involved in this 
harvest as they also fulfil ministries 
in their local church. In addition, Elie 
continues to work on a succession 
plan for ABTS, in developing younger 
leaders to take charge of the ministry.

Canadian Baptist Ministries
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Joe BridiEmad and Almess BotrosElie and Mireille Haddad

Visiting with a new church 
planted by an ABTS student 
in Khartoum, Sudan.
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