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              Spotlight on CBM

Sources: www.cbmin.org, Soucy June, September, and December 2019 
CBM updates, personal emails, Hutton CBM updates, BBC news. 

by Ruth Anna Dana

CBM Latin America Team Retreat June 2019 
(L–R, back row): Patty Nacho, Kathleen and Bruno Soucy, Tim and Kallie 
Hutton, Sharlene Craig (CBM office), Janice and Bill Dyck, Adrian Gardner 

(CBM office); (front group) David and Suzannah Nacho and family. 

“It comes as no surprise that 
wherever we are, whatever 
our culture, language, 
personal or collective 
histories, we all share the 
human need to do life 
together.” This statement 
from Bruno and Kathleen 
Soucy is a good reflection 

of their ministry 
as Canadian 
Baptist 
Ministriesʼ Latin 
America team 
leaders.

   In the last year, their 
home base became 
Guatemala. They have 
experienced a new 
country, culture, and many 
new ethnicities (22 distinct 
people groups with their 
own language and culture), 
while partnering with the 
local church leadership. 
The Soucysʼ broader vision 
is to support CBMʼs field 
staff, church partners, and 
programs in Bolivia, El 
Salvador, the Dominican 
Republic, Cuba, as well as 
Guatemala. All of these 
countries listed lead us to 
remember to pray for safety 
in the Soucysʼ travels.

   Specifics of this outreach 
are the ministries of 

facilitating Groups of Hope 
training sessions, speaking 
engagements, sharing 
practical aspects of project 
proposals, and visiting 
areas where SENT short-
term mission teams from 
Canadian Baptist churches 
will share in the life of 
the local Latin American 
churches. 

   In June, the Soucys 
hosted the Latin American 
field staff retreat. The 
workers found it to be a 
refreshing time of building 
relationships, interacting 
with one another, and an 
encouragement for the 
work to which each one 
of them has been called. 
We can be thankful for 
the Soucys as they listen 
closely and respond to 
the expressed concerns 
and needs of partners and 
individuals with whom the 
team connects.
 
   The Soucys work hard to 
make us aware of how we 
can be better supporters 
of CBMʼs national and 
field staff. God has called 
us as prayer supporters to 
intercede for the field staff 
in Bolivia, their partners 
the Bolivian Baptist Union 

and its social arm OBADES, 
and for the Bolivian people.  
While having to curtail 
some or all of their travel 
and ministries because of 
recent unrest in Bolivia, 
the Soucys continue to 
be salt and light in an 
uncertain political and 
economic situation. We 
can be thankful for their 
preparedness with a 
contingency plan and 
wisdom to maintain staff 
protection.

   Leaders also need to 
provide for their own 
care and find occasions 
for restoration. In August, 
the Soucys were thankful 
for visits with colleagues, 
church leaders, and 
friends at Oasis, the annual 
conference of Canadian 
Baptists of Atlantic Canada.  
In September, they met 
with other CBM team 
leaders in Ontario. They 
were also so thankful to 

spend time with family, 
who are their most 
dedicated long-distance 
supporters.

Pray for:

⁕ CBM’s Latin American 
partners and their ministries 
in Cuba, Bolivia, El Salvador, 
Dominican Republic, and 
Guatemala. 
⁕ The vulnerable and those 
on the economic fringe 
who suffer in a greater way 
during conflict, when their 
work income is suspended.
⁕ Justice and a peaceful 
transition after the 2020 
election in Bolivia, and for 
deep healing long after the 
political upheaval. 
⁕ Latin Americaʼs 
Indigenous people who have 
often been marginalized 
and discriminated against, 
and who are asking for 
respect and representation.
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