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Darrell and Laura Lee 
Bustin have served 
as Canadian Baptist 
Ministries global field staff 
for 20 years, the last 10 
years in Kigali, Rwanda. 

They recently completed a home 
assignment in Eastern Canada. During 
that time, they lived with a foot in 
two different worlds. They visited 
churches and supporters in April, May, 
and July, celebrated the marriage of 
their son in June, and spent August 
holiday time with family until their 
departure in early September. While 
in Canada, ministry continued as 
Darrell worked via the Internet with 
Gato Munyamasoko (CBM’s peace 
and reconciliation specialist) and Carla 
Nelson (Africa liaison and educational 
specialist); together, they worked to 
complete the revised curriculum for 
“Integral Mission in the Workplace,” 
a course designed to be taught in the 
post-pandemic context of Africa.

At the Atlantic Baptist Women’s 
interMISSION conference in May 
of this year, Darrell and Laura Lee 
provided a captivating workshop 
to update those attending on what 
we can do to stand by our Rwandan 
brothers and sisters in order to 
encourage one another, as Hebrews 
10:23–25 reminds us to do. One 
major thrust of CBM’s engagement 
to build up the strengths and 
partnerships of churches in Africa 
has been the five-year agreement of 

the Gisenyi Covenant (2019–2024). 
The five partners in ministry are Faith 
Evangelical Baptist Church in South 
Sudan, the Association des Églises 
Baptistes de Rwanda (AEBR), the Africa 
Christian Church and Schools in Kenya, 
Canadian Baptist Ministries, and the 
Communauté Baptiste au Centre de 
L’Afrique in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo. They are dependant 
on God to embrace vulnerability and 
to function with greater mutuality in 
this relationship as partners.

Merriam-Webster defines partnership 
as, “the close co-operation between 
parties having specified and joint 
rights and responsibilities.” In 
Making Your Partnership Work, author 
Daniel Rickett writes about the 
necessity of trust in cross-cultural 
partnerships: “Trust exists only where 
there is shared vision, compatibility, 
supportive relationships, intercultural 
understanding, [and] meaningful 
results.” Darrell and Laura Lee serve 
as Western partners submitting to 
the leadership goals of the African 

partners. Darrell is the team’s 
theological education, discipleship, 
and evangelism specialist, and Laura 
Lee is the specialist for logistics.

A specific challenge of the Rwanda 
church is the government’s 
requirement for theological studies 
degrees. The grace period for the 
stringent conditions for higher 
education ends in 2023. With the 
upheaval during the pandemic and 
the closure of churches and schools, 
the schedule for the training of 
pastors has been set back. Pray for 
wisdom for partners in the AEBR 
to meet this 
educational 
upgrading needed 
for those who 
are already local 
pastors. Darrell 
finds hope in 
the ongoing 
Emerging Leaders 
Initiative that is 
providing training 
in leadership skills 
to 15 men and 
women who are 
25–40 years 
of age.

Carla Nelson asks us to pray for 
“those most vulnerable and who 
have become more vulnerable due 
to the implications of the pandemic. 
Livelihoods have been negatively 
impacted due to the death of loved 
ones, loss of jobs, and interrupted 
schooling.” Pray for strength and 
wisdom for Darrell and Laura Lee as 
they have a busy ministry season this 
fall. And, remember Rwandan families 
as “Family Ministry Training” courses 
take place, as well as the literacy 
program among women, and outreach 
programs that minister to children.

Sources: CBM ministry updates by the Bustins and Carla 
Nelson (cbmin.org/about-us/staff//); CBM Prayerline; 
and, Daniel Rickett, Making Your Partnership Work (Enumclaw, 
WA: Winepress Publishing, 2002). 
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Rwanda

Approximately two and one-half 
times the size of Nova Scotia’s 

Cape Breton Island, Rwanda 
is Africa’s most densely 

populated country, 
with 12.6 million people. 
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